1932]                     Studies on Eigvedic Deities                          89

bodies is shown by the names of the sun, moon, and probably
A pa (Purvasadha) and Dhruva (the polar star ?). The origin
of the idea is perhaps to be traced to the passages in the Eigveda
where several deities are qualified as Vasus.

D.    Deities connected with entrazodiac constellations.

1. Pusan. The Bigvedic Deity Pusan has been invoked
alone in eight hymns (1. 42; VI. 53-56; 58; X. 26), with Indra
in one (VI. 57) and with Soma in another (II. 40). He is also
celebrated along with several other deities in general in some
fifty-eight hymns or more. He has also been praised in the
Atharvaveda.

In Rigveda we find the mention of a few anthropomorphic
characters of Pusan. Thus he has braided hair (VI. 55. 2;
IX. 67. 11), and has a beard (X. 26. 7). We have mention
of his right hand by means of which he holds a goad {VI. 54. 10).
He is besought to trample on the brand of the wicked by his
foot (I. 42. 4). He is a visible deity (VI. 56. 4). We see
many physical attributes which point to his bodily strength.
Thus he is an asura (V. 51. 11), strong and swift (V. 43. 9),
vigorous (VIII. 4. 15), powerful (I. 1318. ) and resistless
(VI. 48. 15). He is described as of irritable temper (ugra)
(VI. 53. 4). He is bright (I. 23. 14; VI. 48. 16; etc.) and
called agohya; that is, not to be concealed His food is gruel
(VI. 56. 1)." He wears cloth woven of wool (X.. 26. 6).

We find his weapons mentioned in several hymns. Thus
he holds a golden spear (vasi) (I. 42. 6). He holds a goad
(or bridle) in his hand (VI. 53. 1: VI. 58. 2).

He is the best charioteer (V. 56. 2, 3). The wheel of his car
is indestructible ; the nave of the wheel never wears off and the
felly never becomes out of order (VI. 54. 3). He is constantly
moving his golden wheel (VI. .*>6. 3).

Pusan is closely connected with the goat. He has been called
aji, that is, provided with a goat (I 2:*. 13) and ajasva (having
a goat instead of a horse) in many places (I 138. 4; VI. 55. 3,4;
IX. 67. 10; etc.), evidently with reference to his chariot being
drawn by goats which is distinctly mentioned in a few places
(VI. 55 ; IX. 26. 8); again goats are called his carriers
(VI. 57. 3). He is the lord of glowing he- and she-goats (X.
26. 6). The goat is dedicated to him in the horse-sacrifice
(I. 162. 2-4).

In several places we are informed of the abode of Pusan.
He is placed above tbe mortal world and is equal tb other
deities in beauty and prosperity (VI. 48. 19). He appears in
the heaven-at night towards the morning (VII. 39. 2) and goes
away at sunrise (X. 1391. ). He knows all the directions
(X. 17. 5). His golden boats float on the heavenly ocean and
he acts as a messenger of the sun (VI. 58. 3).